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The Legacy  

Newsletter of the Greater St. Louis Air & Space Museum  

Second Quarter, 2012  

A Message from the Presidenté 

Welcome to the Second Quarter 2012 The Legacy newsletter of the 
Greater St. Louis Air & Space Museum.  During the last few months, the 
museum has continued to serve the community by being open an 
additional day, hosting a number of group tours, holding a Spring Fly-In, 
assisting EAA Chapter 64 with Young Eagle Flights, and supporting events 
hosted by neighboring airport businesses.  The museum has received, or is 
in the process of acquiring, valuable aerospace collections from local 
aviators, the St. Louis Science Center, the A. Paul Vance Collection and 
the F-4 Phantom Society.  Two sailplanes were donated by Carol Bell, and 
plans for their display are underway.  Improvements to the gallery and 
hangar displays continue, with the addition of several pieces of artwork by 
museum Board Member, Mike Burke.  A makeover of the gift shop has 
begun, and will be completed in the third quarter.  Museum docent Paul 
Neff has begun to refurbish the Wright R3350 engine cutaway 
demonstrator that will soon join the museumôs collection on long term loan, 
thanks to Phil Bamberger.  And most importantly, the museum has gained 
in membership, ensuring that our legacy will continue to thrive.        

Thank you for your continued support, and we hope to see you at the 
museum soon! 

Sincerely, 

Mark Nankivil, Museum President 
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Gallery and Hangar Displays 

Over the last several months, new items have been added to the gallery and the hangar 
area, and current displays have been improved for the benefit of our visitors.  The 
Mercury and Gemini program space suits were placed in matching display cases, and a 
1/3 scale Gemini model was added to the Space Gallery.  An exhibit commemorating 
Amelia Earhart was added to the Historic Gallery by the Gateway Chapter of the 99s, 
and the sculptures representing Charles Lindbergh, Anne Morrow Lindbergh and Nikki 
Caplan were placed in the lobby.  Plans are now in place to renovate the gift shop using 
the shelving donated by Barnes and Noble earlier this year.  In the hangar, the recently 
donated BG-6 sailplane is on display, and a major hangar display renovation will begin 
in August (due to additional acquisitions ï see below).  Member Paul Neff has begun a 
refurbishment of a Wright R3350 engine that will be on loan to the museum when 
completed.  A donation was received to add a special exhibit for the Joe Imeson 
collection, and a grant was awarded from the Boeing Employee Community Fund for 
the refurbishment of the McDonnell Aircraft factory electric cart which was used to 
transport President John F. Kennedy during his visit in 1962.     
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Acquisitions 

Numerous acquisitions were received in recent months.  Several large aircraft model 
collections were donated to the museum, along with memorabilia and reference 
materials from local residents.  A significant archive from the F-4 Phantom II Society 
was received recently, adding valuable documents concerning one of the most 
important military aircraft of our lifetime.  Two historic sailplanes were delivered to the 
museum ï a Briegleb BG-6 and a Laister-Kauffman LK-10 ï donated by Carol Bell.  
Agreements were reached for the future donation of an instrument trainer from the St. 
Louis Science Center and a portion of the A. Paul Vance collection in cooperation with 
the Missouri Historical Society.  Some of the more prominent items are illustrated here: 

   

  

 

Many other items were donated to the museum for our care and display, far too many to 
mention here.  The museum sincerely thanks its donors!   
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Museum Events 

The museum increased its open hours to include Sunday this spring, and also opened 
for special events such as the Ideal Aviation Open House and Fair St. Louis Air Show.  
Numerous group tours were conducted, including a large contingent of McDonnell 
Douglas retirees who visited following their monthly luncheon.  In cooperation with EAA 
Chapter 64, the museum hosted a Spring Fly-In and Young Eagle Flights featuring a 
member of the Tuskegee Airmen.  Also, museum members participated in local events 
sponsored by the Missouri Aviation Historical Society, Boeing and others.  

Visit by McDonnell Douglas Retirees: 

  

Norman Beckel and Rose Church   McDonnell Aircraft retirees visit the museum 

Young Eagle Flights 

  

Young Eagle Flights prepare for takeoff  Tuskegee Airman Dr. Granville C. Coggs 
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EAA Chapter 64 and Museum Open House/Fly-In 

 

 

Building Relationships 

The museum Board of Directors continues to develop a renewed strategy of building 
relationships with local community organizations and other museums.  Our historic 
Curtiss-Wright Hangar 2 is also home to EAA Chapter 64, the Gateway Area Ultralight 
Association, and in the near future a Civil Air Patrol Squadron.  The alliance of these 
organizations in one location will strengthen our position at the airport and in the 
community in the long term.   

The museum and its members participated in projects sponsored by other 
organizations, including the Lambert-St. Louis International Airport History Project with 
the Missouri Aviation Historical Society.  Museum archives have appeared in published 
articles and books, and the aerospace community has come to trust the museum with 
an increasing amount of donations.  Renewed relationships with the Missouri Historical 
Society, the St. Louis Science Center, Southwest Illinois College, Parks College of St. 
Louis University and local community organizations have brought increased visibility 
and opportunities to the museum.  Future events, including a Fall Fly-In October 6, will 
continue to draw the community to the museum and the museum back out to the 
community. 
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Looking Ahead 

2012 continues to be an exciting year for the museum, and there is much more to come.  
Improvements to the exhibit galleries continue, and the number of community events 
are increasing monthly.  The museumôs website will be kept current on events and 
information for visitors.  We can now say, ñCome back next month, there will be more to 
see and do at the museum!ò   

Upcoming Events:  

September 1: Veterans Festival in Forest Park    September 15-16: Scott AFB Air Show 
September 22: VW Club Car Show     October 6: Fall Fly-In 

We Need Your Help! 

Thank you to our current members and donors for supporting the museum into our 30th 
year!  We are always looking for new talent to add to our membership.  If you are not 
currently a member, please consider joining with us to accomplish our vision and 
mission: 

Museum's Vision: To be a world-class museum focusing on all aspects of Aerospace 
History. 
Our Mission is to Serve the public through: 
Å Preservation and display of historic air and space artifacts 
Å Educational programs to foster the spirit of flight in today's youth and in future     
generations  

To become a member, fill out and return the form on the following page or go to our 
website, http://airandspacemuseum.org/ and go to the Support Us/Membership tabs.  A 
tax-deductible donation to the operations of the museum can also be given through our 
website.  Also, please send this newsletter to everyone you know to spread the word! 

The Greater St. Louis Air & Space Museum                                                                 
2300 Vector Drive 
Cahokia, IL 62206 
Phone 618-332-3664 
info@airandspacemuseum.org 

Officers:     President ï Mark Nankivil                                                                                                                                   
            1 Vice President ï Rick Rehg                                                                                                                                                                             
  2 Vice President ï Carmelo Turdo                                                        
  Secretary ï Jill Adams        
  Treasurer ï Jean Murry 

Directors: Mike Burke    Bert Hampton     
  Bob Crandell   Dave Sneddon     
  Trent Duff          
  Joe Gutknecht  Curator:  Jack Abercrombie 

http://airandspacemuseum.org/
mailto:info@airandspacemuseum.org
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GREATER ST. LOUIS AIR & SPACE MUSEUM 

Membership Application Form 

GREATER ST. LOUIS AIR & SPACE MUSEUM                                                                                      
2300 Vector Drive Cahokia. IL 62206                                                                                                         

618-332-3664 airandspacemuseum.org 

 Name: ________________________      Phone (____)_____________________ Date_____________ 

Address: _______________________   Email ___________________________ 

City: __________________________       State: ___________ Zip:  ___________  

  

Enclosed is my check for $_______to join or renew my membership with the Greater St. Louis Air & 
Space Museum as indicated below.  I understand my membership dues and any donations I make to the 
Museum are tax deductible.  

______ Student or Senior (65 years)   $30/year 

______ Regular     $40/year  

______ Supportive     $75/ year  

______ Sustaining     $150/ year  

______ Patron      $250/year  

______ Corporate     $500/year  

 ______Corporate Life    $1000/year 

______ Life      $1000  

I would like to volunteer my time and knowledge to the Museum by participating on one of the following 
committees:   

______ Acquisitions  

______Fund Raising  

______Restoration  

______Archives  

______Membership  

______Education  

______Newsletter  

 ______Exhibits  

______Public Relations  

______Special Events 
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Please Patronize Our Sponsors! 

                         

 

 

 

 Downen Signs  

The Aero Experience:
Celebrating Midwest Aviation


